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of that sphere, who were endowed with superhuman powers of sight, watching with great distress the bloody scenes of the French revolution of 1793, and wondering how it would come out.    To the visitor from the earth this was an old story, to the people of Alpha Aurigae it was a present spectacle, for the distance of the star was such that it took light 72 years to travel from the earth, so they were 72 years belated in their observation of current events on our planet. The spirit of the defunct Parisian, having the power of flying through empty space at any speed he chose, found that he had thereby also acquired control of time and could hasten, retard,- stop or reverse the course of events at will by simply varying his speed. If he remained stationary, scenes on the earth would unfold at their normal rate and in regular order.   If he traveled away from the earth with the speed of light everything seemed to stand still.   If he traveled faster than light he overtook the rays that had left the earth farther and farther back in the past so he saw through them events in the reverse order.   For instance when he looked down on Waterloo he saw the battlefield strewn with corpses and Napoleon walking toward Waterloo backward pushing his horse by the bridle. This is how the battle looked to the interspatial observer :a velocity one twenty-thousandth less than pleasure-loving leisure class. In " The Plattner Case " Wells tells of a chemicalr
